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Rationale

Marykirk Primary School is a Rights Respecting School.  Every child is expected to behave in an appropriate manner both inside the school and outside in the playground.  

In order to have a consistent approach it is essential that all stakeholders – pupils, parents and staff, have a clear understanding of what is acceptable at Marykirk School.

The playground was resurfaced in 2013 by Aberdeenshire Council.  The school has a well stocked green container in the front playground which has a variety of equipment to promote positive playtimes.

The rear of the school has two greenhouses, an outdoor classroom, raised flower bed, vegetable plots and a potato patch.  There is a substantial area of grass which can be used for play purposes.

In 2010 a willow structure was planted.  In the summer months these grow into “teepees” which can be used as dens.

All staff attended Jenny Mosley training in November 2013.  It was agreed that a “refresh” of the playground would benefit all at Marykirk School.
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Football

In the winter months the children are encouraged to remain at the front of the school on the tarmac.  In summer goalposts will be erected on the grass area adjacent to the school.  Football can be played on a daily basis (weather permitting).
Skateboards/Rollerblades

Pupils, with their parents’ permission, may bring in skateboards and rollerblades from home on a Friday.  These can be used on the tarmac area.  These should not be shared with their peers.

Playground resources

Resources are securely kept in the green tank at the front of the building.  There are balls, skipping ropes, den making etc.. The resources should be looked after by the pupils.  They will be available lunchtimes only.

Bike shed

The bike shed will be used as an imaginative play area.  A dressing up box will be available for the children to utilise.
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Veranda

We recognise that some children prefer to play quietly.  The veranda will be a quiet zone where pupils can read, chat and draw.  It is hoped that additional seating can be purchased in the future for this area.

Playground Charter (see appendix one)
All pupils will be asked to sign a charter of agreed playground expectations.  These will be kept in the school office and referred to during Circle Time.

We want the playground to be a happy place for everyone.
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Playground Charter

We are a Rights Respecting School

I agree to the following in our playground:

· In winter, football can be played on a Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.

· In summer, football can be played on a daily basis.

· Skateboards and rollerblades can be used on a Friday.  I should not allow others to borrow mine for safety purposes.
· The bike shed will be used as a dressing up den.

· The veranda will be a quiet area where I can read or chat to my friends.

· I will not leave the front playground until an adult is present.

· I will not destroy other people’s games.

· I will speak to the adults and children in the playground respectfully.

· I will keep my hands and feet to myself.
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