
Marykirk School– Term 2, 2023/24 
 

Primary 1-4 Newsletter 
 
I am glad to report we have had a fantastic start to our academic year- term 1 flew by and 
we are now all focused on a busy, exciting and festive term ahead! 
 
Literacy & Language (including French) 
 
Reading will continue on a daily basis, either through ERIC (Everyone Reading In Class) or 
as part of our more structured reading approach that rotates round tasks. These are either 
teacher supported reading tasks or reciprocal reading (team reading). Children work as part 
of their reading group 3 out of the 5 days. We do not send set reading home but on a Friday 
we will send the book they have been working on in class home for you to read with them 
over the weekend and this should be returned on a Monday.  
 
For extended writing this term the class will be writing poems using onomatopoeia for 
Fireworks and Remembrance Day. Following this we will be creating texts relating to 
Christmas, including lists, letters and imaginative stories.  

We will continue to introduce a new sound or spelling pattern each week and send this home 
in homework jotters on a Monday, to be returned by Friday. Children get the chance to 
practise their spelling words as part of planned class activities during the week, with a 
spelling dictation taking place on a Friday, as a way of monitoring progress. Your 
cooperation in encouraging your child to learn their spelling rule and words is greatly 
appreciated. 

In French, as well as ordering lunches, using colours, and counting objects, we will continue 
to embed the word(s) of the week from last term whilst learning new words and phrases this 
term. The children are all keen to try and use these terms – Bravo! 

 
Numeracy & Maths 
 
This term we will be looking at:- 

 

 P1 P2 P3 P4  
Fractions We will be 

learning to share 
out a group of 
items by making 
smaller groups 
and splitting a 
whole object into 
smaller parts 

We will use 
concrete 
materials, 
pictorial 
representations 
and appropriate 
mathematical 
vocabulary, to 
explain what a 
fraction is. 

Demonstrate an 
understanding of 
how a single item 
can be shared 
equally, the 
notation and 
vocabulary 
associated with 
fractions and 
where simple 
fractions lie on 
the number line. 

Demonstrate an 
understanding 
that the greater 
the number of 
equal parts the 
smaller the size 
of each share. 
Use the correct 
notation for 
common fractions 
to tenths and be 
able to place 
these on a 
number line. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Shape We will be 
learning to 
recognise, 
describe and sort 
common 2D and 
3D objects 
according to 
various criteria. 

Name, identify 
and classify a 
range of 2D and 
3D objects and 
recognise these 
shapes in 
different 
orientations and 
size. 

Use 
mathematical 
language to 
describe the 
properties of a 
range of common 
2D shapes and 
3D objects 
including side, 
face, edge, 
vertex, base and 
angle. 

Identify 2D 
shapes within 3D 
objects and 
recognise 3D 
objects from 2D 
drawings. Use a 
ruler to create 2D 
and 3D shapes 
and describe 
properties. 
 
 
 
 

Addition 
 
 
 
 

Learn to combine 
sets together and 
understand that 
the last number I 
count is the 
number that we 
have. Learn one-
to-one 
correspondence 
(touching one 
item at a time as 
we count) Learn 
to recognise + 
and = and use 
them to write 
their own sums. 
Learn to add sets 
of numbers 
together which 
total 10. 

Consolidate + 
stories to 10 and 
use this to learn + 
stories to 20. 
Become more 
familiar with 
addition terms, 
such as plus, 
altogether, 
amount, add. 
Use this 
knowledge to find 
missing numbers 
from an addition 
statement- 
 6+?=10 
Learn to count on 
from the largest 
number to find 
the final quantity.  

Consolidate + 
stories to 20 
Learn to add 
single digits to 
two-digit numbers 
that involve 
bridging 
(counting over 
the tens). Learn 
to add two-digit 
numbers to 
another set of 
two-digit 
numbers, using 
strategies such 
as the portioning 
approach when 
faced with 
addition stories 
such as 43+55. 
(4+5=9, so 
40+50=90, 3+5=8 
so 90+8=98) 
We will learn how 
to use the Never-
Ending Number 
Line to aid our 
mental agility, as 
well as how to 
write and solve 
chimney sums.  
 

Consolidate our 
ability to add two-
digit numbers 
together involving 
bridging and 
counting up in 
multiplies of 10’s. 
Use this skill to 
add three-digit 
numbers together 
using the 
portioning 
approach when 
faced with 
addition stories 
such as 124+233, 
our ability to 
round up and 
adjust numbers 
to make them 
easier to work 
with and 
consolidate and 
develop our 
ability to perform 
chimney sums, 
supported by an 
educated 
estimate. 

 
Please note these are a rough guide and children will have prior knowledge assessed and 
be suitability challenged. We also will be encouraging children to see the relevance of their 
learning by basing it in as many real-life situations as possible.  
 
To support your child at home with maths please encourage your child to use the Sumdog 

online programme (each child has their login details in the front of their homework book). 
 
 
 
 



Health & Wellbeing (including PE) 
 
For Monday P.E sessions we will developing our knowledge of well-loved and traditional 
Ceilidh dances. We will be focusing on learning common dance moves, whilst learning to 
dance with a partner in pair dances, as well as taking part in larger set dances such as the 
Flying Scotsman and The Dashing White Sergeant. Although P.E sessions this term will take 
place in the village hall due to the worsening weather, please ensure that they have warm, 
waterproof clothing for the walk to and from the hall. 
For Friday P.E we will be learning to work together to create a short creative dance 
sequence using travel, turn, jump, gesture, pause and fall within safe practice. P.E sessions 
on a Friday will either be in the class or the hall. 
 
 
Expressive Arts 
 
We will be performing a class nativity again this year!! It feels like a long time has passed 
since we last performed a Christmas play, but we are all keen to dust off our acting skills, 
warm up our vocal cords and step onto the stage to entertain you all. This will obviously be a 
major piece of work for us this term, and will see us learning lines, songs and dance moves, 
while developing our ability to present to an audience and work as a team. 
The class will be very involved with creating backdrops, props and costumes. There will be 
many opportunities to develop our artistic skills as well as our ability to problem solve over 
the coming 6 weeks!!  
Scripts will be sent home next week with your child’s parts highlighted. We would really 
appreciate it if you could help them learn their lines and song words.  
 
General Information 
 
P.E is every Monday and Friday. Children should also come to school dressed in their P.E 
clothes. 
 
Please bring water bottles that are named (sticky label or sharpie pen). We can fill these 
throughout the day as required. 
 
Please have your children’s clothes labelled as it really helps us to reunite people with their 
property. 
 
As always please feel free to “catch us” at the end of the day or contact us using our email 
address. 
 
carol.anderson2@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
 
laura.anderson2@aberdeenshire.gov.uk 
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